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From the Oval Office 

Newsletter of the Inland Soaring Society 
The President 
So, in between flying competition in sailplanes, I have been doing flight instruction with Sean Summers 
and with Cole Fisher.  Cole is my grandson, and he is every bit as excited about flying RC as I was when I 
started flying as a youngster.  But, there was nobody around my home who flew and the closest place to 
go for a flying field was 20 miles away.  So, I would sneak out on the high school football field and fly my 
single channel, pulse proportional plane with a T-dee .020 Cox engine until the batteries ran down. Cole 
doesn't need to sneak around, as he and I can jump into the car and be at the field in a jiffy to fly. 
 
 

The point is, bring a friend, family member or a significant other and share the hobby. 
 
 
Things I have seen or heard about this past month: 
Pilots from the club arrived to find airplanes decorating the surrounding trees. It seems the trees got 
hungry and found aircraft snacks! I wonder who perched their birds in the trees 
One of our pilots was flying a racing quad doing some FPV flight and got a bit close to the west side 
trees. The last thing he said was that the camera was looking at grass. The pilot did look for the aircraft, 
but figured he could fly his other quad and spot the first one. So, he whips out the second quad and 
promptly finds out where the ground is.  The answer is , "No", he did not find either quad...they are still 
out there in the field, but you cannot see an FPV signal as the battery is out of juice. 
Two more member pilots found trees...on the same day...and got them back without damage.  A third 
plane went down in a power dive into the orange grove. It was found perched on top of an orange tree 
in perfect condition...lucky duck! 
Remember that FAA federal law that made it required to register the planes? A lower appellate court 
repealed the ruling striking it down.  No more registration required...just when I thought my plane was 
looking official with FAA numbers. 
Oh, and Sean Summers, the new student pilot, found out how to fly into the windsock post. Just aim and 
let the plane fly...into the pole...not even moving the control sticks.  The result was some leading edge 
damage that is repairable. The strange thing about it was that this exact same thing happened to Ed 
Stewart...did Sean learn something from Ed?  Yeah, I think so. 
 

Racing 
We had a very nice FPV Quad event take place a couple months ago. About 20+ pilots showed up to fly 
and race. We had a good, fun event that saw a great prize drawing for the pilots and some hot flying in 
the air! 
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Events 
ISS pilots found their way to the Harbor Soaring Society event in June. With 28 pilots on hand, this event 
was challenging.  Only one pilot got all of his times and landings. Mike Lee won the Expert group, despite 
coming up short on time in one round. But then, everybody else did the same thing! That left it to a race 
to see who got closest to the task times. But, things got tougher a few weeks later at the Riverside 
Region 47 AYSO Soccer fields where the ISS hosts its' version of the SC-2 event.  This year, it is the only 
field that is a grass field. Very nice to land on, but the air conditions were horrid!!! The lift was going the 
wrong way, as in DOWN!!  It was the worst event I have flown in years, as I found out where all the sink 
was. The event was still good quality and I thank the ISS Electric Power Squadron for their help with 
running it. Thank you, Dennis! 
 

Next on the Agenda 
Our next event will be back at the Hemet Model Masters 2 field. This is a great power plane field and 
terrific sailplane venue, with not a lot to hit or run into, even if you tried. Come join us for some fun ! 
 


