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From the Oval Office 

Newsletter of the Inland Soaring Society 

TAKE 5 

A quick look the Harbor Soaring Society 
Costa Mesa, CA 

  

The SC-2 Points Championship Season is already at mid-season with the running of Event 5 at the Harbor 

Soaring Society, in Costa Mesa.  Yes, the road to winning swings down from the high desert lands of 

Victorville to the beaches of Costa Mesa. Almost opposite conditions, you might think, but then again, 

maybe not. If you flew the VVRC event in May, as predicted, the weather normally starts with a light 

wind current from the north.  And then around 11:00am, the wind reverses coming from the South and 

with stronger velocity. With the wind coming down pretty much on top of the winch line, most pilots 

were able to get mondo launches (same as amazing high launches) . Once you pinged off, it was hide 

and seek for thermals and follow the leader. So, you power through the stretched winch line and top off 

at like 550+ ft altitude and start hunting for lift that is there, but it runs down field quickly. If you had 

ballast, you had an easier time riding the 10-minute flights. If you had lift but got booted out of the lift 

then you now know the rush that goes through you when the plane hooks up in a thermal and you get 

to enjoy the miracle of flight. I get that rush every day when flying. It’s always a new experience and I 

never get over it. 

  

 Back to Costa Mesa…what a great place to be! Never mind that there is no runway or 

marked launch area. Never mind that the field is made of dirt mixed with beach sand, which equates to 

a landing area that is fairly rough, but smoothed out. As you launch and end up also watching the other 

pilots fly, You will see the majority of planes heading straight out from the winch lines towards the 

beach area. It is not a bad or difficult direction to go while in the hunting portion of the flight, but I 

personally am watching everything that is airborne in the are to see if they are engaging any lift. I feel it 

is important to watch the flight path at this location, as there is protected property between yourself 

and the plane.  You don’t want to land out in the protected area. 
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The actual approach to landing has the plane selecting a somewhat close in pattern from the left as you 

stand at the LZ. You can land from the left or the right, and both directions have their share of obstacles 

to avoid 

 

The story goes that one of our club flight regulars was flying his flat foamy on an FPV (First Person view, 

also known as flying by TV)and he was at normal altitude, about 300 feet high and trying to find his 

landmarks that will lead him back to the field. For some reason unknown to our pilot, he got further 

away from the field rather than closer, and the plane ran out of power before reaching the field. Nuts...! 

Several people gave chase and after several hours, they gave up trying to finding the plane. 

 

That was just over a year ago. 

 

Flash forward to June 23, 2018. A field worker was inspecting the citrus orchards when he came upon a 

very strange growth on a tree. After figuring out it was an R/C plane, he was kind enough to bring it to 

the flying field to see if is was one of ours.  Sure enough, the plane was lost by Dennis Bourassa, and the 

plane was returned to Dennis by the field worker.  Except for weather debris, the plane was 99% intact. 

The battery used for powering the video system on the plane was still showing to be good!!! For this 

awesome act of kindness, Thank you to the Citrus groves at Citrus State Parks and congrats to Dennis for 

his "Lucky Duck" Award.    

 

I’ll see you at the field 

 

Mike Lee, 

President  

Mlee8249@aol.com  

 


