
From the Oval Office 

The Inland Soaring Society Newsletter 
(catching up on earlier monthly newsletters) 

 As many of you know, the Federal Aviation Administration has held a cloud over the 
heads of most all of the R/C enthusiasts in the country. We have been required to register with 
them, new regulations slapped on us, and because of this, we have lost many, many flying 
fields.  It also did us no favors helping to put the typical hobby shops around the country out of 
business! 
 
 Here is some good news about that. Another court has declared the actions by the FAA 
to be illegal and struck the laws down. No more registration! (Of course they won’t send your 
$5.00 back to you either!)  But, for now, don’t fear the FAA man visiting your field.  He is no 
longer the Air Police. (Heck, he might be there to fly with you!) 
 
 So, that is out of the way, and I need to again thank the electric pilots for the job they 
have done to the field. Best it has looked EVER!  But, because of that, we have had some 
midnight visitors who have broken the locks on the gate just to drive donuts in the dirt.  It 
might be clean American fun, but it also leaves the field with ruts for your plane to get hung on 
when landing or taking off.  If you ever see such activities going, do not try to stop them on your 
own. Instead, shoot some video from your cell phone and then call a cop.  That normally takes 
care of the problem. 
 

It’s starting to get warmer as we approach Summer.  Bring a lot of water with you at all 
times.  And never fly alone.  If you suffer an accident, we might not find out about you until it is 
too late.  Remember these things do happen to the other guy...and YOU are the other guy! 
 

Breaking News - FAA registration requirement expected to return 
 

Congress recently finalized the National Defense Authorization Act that restores the 
FAA’s registration requirement. This bill reverses an earlier U.S. Court of Appeals decision that 
struck down registration in May 2017. When this new national defense bill is enacted, all 
hobbyists and members will again be legally required to comply with the FAA registration 
requirement. 

 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/aboutama/faa-uas-faq.aspx  

 
 



Competition Scene 
 

 The month of May brought us to the high desert lands of Victorville, home to the 
Victorville R/C Club.  Victorville is notorious for being the place where you can test your windy 
weather skills. Believe me, you can fly a kite darn near year around. The tasks to fly started with 
an 8 minute flights followed by three rounds of 10-minute flights. Things weren’t bad starting 
the first two rounds. There was pretty steady lift and big, blue skies. And then, like someone 
turned the light switch ON, the wind was there!  Pilots started tossing in the ballast bars to load 
up the planes for wind penetration.  I pulled out my Xplorer 3.5 “Storm Trooper”. This one 
weighs in at 68 ounces plus I added another 8 ounces as I watched  the EZ-Ups start blowing off 
the ground.  
 
 I had a good launch, using very little winch power to get up.  I headed to the North 
where I had gone a couple of years and ago and ended up falling out of the sky at a distance of 
over a mile away. This was my chance to shake the spirits that have haunted me at this field 
since then. Not anymore!  I hooked up immediately and made short work of that flight.  The 
next flight was almost as good, with the exception of coming home too early.  I still got 3rd place 
in the event. Not a single pilot made all 4 flights.  The best was Jonathan Garber and he won 
even with a 9:42 flight, which would have been a junk flight in any other contest.  Heck, most of 
the pilots were glad just to have an undamaged plane after withstanding a virtual dust storm.  I 
have to thank the ISS crew who helped put the event into play:  TomTrivett, Ed Steward, Les 
Ward, and Rick Pearson.  And get this;  ISS has two new Junior class pilots and they are very 
talented pilots!  Jake and Kyle Blinn joined the ISS a couple of months ago, and found 
themselves in the company of the ISS pilots, most of whom were as eager to get them flying as 
anyone was.  These guys are naturals and astute student pilots 
 
 The next stop on the Championship trail is the cool ocean air of the Harbor Soaring 
Society.  In July, the ISS will host its’ event at the green grass field of the AYSO Soccer fields.  
Looking forward to it! 
 
 I have asked the FPV/Electric squadron to plan and execute an invitational FPV event at 
the ISS field, for the current season.  And the first event is scheduled for June 17, 2017. (Note 
that the field will be closed to normal flight operations to allow this event.) This is still a growing 
segment of the hobby and exciting to watch.  Hopefully, the event will attract some of the fixed 
wing racers and we will get to check those out.  Stay tuned! 
 
 Some of you might be familiar with the Gilman Springs R/C Club.  If not, this 
longstanding club is being forced from their field.  The story is that somebody purchased the 
property and wants to use the land that the club occupies. The result was that the club is out of 
luck and we might find some of those club members joining the ISS.  If so, we welcome them! 
 
 And now, I present to you the coveted, highly sought, rare but not unusual award we 
call the Turkey of the Month Award.  The award celebrates a feat of unwanted consequences 



that could have been avoided…but wasn’t.  In this case, our turkey is flying a sailplane out to 
the North-west by a couple hundred yards, and now sinking fast.  The lift that took this plane 
out has left behind a vortex of cold air and the plane is showing a-1-to-1 glide ratio.  Now, most 
of us know that the house located at the northwest corner has a pond. And nobody to my 
knowledge has fished there…till now.  Yes, our turkey pilot for this month is our most beloved 
sailplane pilot, ED STEWART.  His 4 meter size Xplorer was floating upright in the middle of the 
pond, right where it splashed down!  and nobody on the rescue team had a camera….not even 
a cell phone camera!  The airframes is perfectly fine, but the radio is pretty much toast!  For this 
attempt to convert the Xplorer from land-luber to seaplane, we award the Turkey of the month 
to Ed.  (and don’t be smirking this, Bubba…I saw you hit the snow fence with your plane!   You 
could be the 2nd place turkey!) 
 
 Hey, I hope that you have an AMA membership card with you when you fly at ISS.  This 
is a requirement of the City Parks and Recreation Department. You do not have to join the ISS 
to fly from the field, but the AMA is required.  And thank you, Paul Smith, for the special work 
you have done for the field. FANTASTIC!   
 

If you have an account with RC Groups, you can find photos of the ISS pilots flying at the 
Victorville contest event. (Actually, I mention this to show my wife that I really was at the event 
flying and not doing something else she might not like.).  But seriously, remember I said YOU 
were the other guy in the safety message? It’s true.  Be prepared to do the right thing. Bring 
water, food and a working cell phone. And don’t fly alone!  I’ll see you at the field!  Oh, one 
more thing; I congratulate Sean Summers, Daniel Diaz Cardenas, and Cole Fisher for performing 
their solo flights and becoming a qualified R/C pilot. Each of these pilots had assistance from 
more than any one single instructor (which shows you how generous our pilots are!) and these 
new pilots are loving the sport! Again, my congratulations to you. 
 
Mike Lee 
ISS President  
 
 



 
 
I would have more photos, but I am not having much luck with the latest version of Word.  
Hope to see you all at the field soon! 
 
Catching up on the news, we are into the closing months of 2017. Lots of things have happened 
and some of it is pretty good. Not to brag or anything, but the SC-2 competition series 
championship was completed in October with the final round being flown in San Diego. The sky 
was very gray and hard to find lift.  I blew my first round landing, and that opened the door for 
half the field to pounce on me for points. Apparently, the air as tougher than I thought as pilots 
struggled to make time. As a result, it turned out that my error was not as bad as the errors 
made by the pilots who were trying to catch me, and my score was enough to defend the 
championship title for 2017! 



 
From left, Les Ward, Mike Lee,and SSC-2 President, Tom Trivett showing the Lee Renaud 
Perennial Award, just awarded to Mike for winning the 2017 Championship title, his fourth  
victory.   
 
Good news is here for 2018, with the AMA Model Expo coming to us in early January 2018.  If 
you have never been to this event, it is worth going to as many of the exhibitors sell the 
product at the show.   Planes, heli’s, drones, ARF’s, electric motors, ESC’s, FPV equipment and 
the latest electronics for FPV flight. Plus, there is always the swap meet section where 
someone’s wreckage is another builders’ salvation.  There is new stuff to be found as well.  
Check it out and set the date aside. Its’ the only one left in California! 
 
 It is time for the ISS Annual Membership Drive, starting now and continuing through 
March 2018.  Also, being I just finished talking about the AMA Expo, you can renew your AMA 
membership on the spot at the show, and be all set for 2018.  Please note that there is no 
mandatory requirement to join the ISS and fly from our field.  We cannot force anyone to join 
the club, but  we do have to verify that all pilots have a current membership with AMA to  fly 
from the field, per the Riverside Parks and Recreation Dept.   
 

 
 
 



Safety words 
 

Each month, we are required to discuss a safety subject with the club and here is the latest.  As 
many of our club members know, we are picking up interest levels in quad racing, and even 
having night time races.   They are challenging to fly, fast and exciting!  But, the fast flying 
element is what I am thinking about.  Flying a racing drone takes concentration and lots of it!  
There have been times I have been helping other members with picking up their planes which 
might have stalled on the west side of the field and I will call out, “ Man on the field!”  I want to 
make sure that the pilots know there is a person out there.  I know how hard it is to fly FPV, and 
I know what it is like having a drone fly by me at racing speed.  If a drone were to hit a person, it 
could be a very serious medical situation for one of the people involved.  So, FPV pilots, please 
be aware of situation that is possible when you fly and people are around.  And spectators, 
crew members, friends and helpers,  remember that you also have a responsibility to take every 
pre-caution using common sense to avoid becoming a target for a drone to hit. Fly and operate 
safely.   Remember, YOU are the other guy. 
 

Bringing up the rear… 
 

 In closing this consolidated newsletter, I bring you a look at what I call the crash rash. If 
you have been flying for a number of years, you may also have an assortment of models built 
up and ready to fly.  Good for you!  And, hopefully, you fly regularly. And then one day you 
notice something went wrong today and a plane got dinged or totaled…not good. Be aware 
that this might be the start of something I call the “crash rash”. 
 
 A crash rash is exactly what it sounds like:  a rash of accidents that might have happened 
to you.  It starts with one plane and then you notice a week later, another one goes down, and 
then still another!  It just happens in a streak of bad luck. Such a streak happened to Ed Stewart 
this past year.  Earlier in the year, he found the water pond belonging to our neighbor to the 
North-west end of the field. The plane survived but the radio equipment did not.  Ed was on a 
roll, losing a couple more planeslater on this year, including one while flying a contest away 
from home.  And most recently, he plowed the right wing tip into the ground at the recent F3J 
in SoCal event. And the plane was a borrowed plane!  Crash rash… 
 
 What to do in case you suffer the effects of a crash rash.  Continue to fly on a regular 
basis and pay attention to the plane. Make sure all channels of the plane are working prior to 
launch/take-off.  I am amazed at how many times the cause of a crash is due to the servos not 
moving the correct direction, or not moving at all.  Create and use a pre-flight checklist  for each 
model you have and use it like religion.  Listen to the plane.  If it makes a strange noise, find out 
what is making that noise and fix it. Did the motor come up to full speed when you checked the 
throttle ?  And did the motor stop with assistance from the ESC electronic brake? Is the motor 
securely attached to the nose? ( Really, you say?)  Yup, on a very recent morning, I tossed a 
sport hot runner into the air and noticed the motor mount shifted slightly. I told the pilot to 



land immediately and not to use more than 50% power on the motor.  Upon inspection of the 
mount, it had indeed shifted and was about to break away from the nose. I just saved a plane. 
Recognizing that you are in a crash rash is hard if you don’t fly often .  Any doctor will tell you 
that early recognition of medical condition is required in order to treat it.  In our case, always 
maintain your planes in top condition.  Make a pre-flight checklist and use it. Perform a pre-
flight cross-check with your spotter.  And pay attention to the plane. If it works weird or 
something has changed, don’t risk a flight.  Get the problem handled and do it right.  The results 
will save planes and make you a better pilot.  
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all 
(Just don’t be a turkey!) 
 
Mike Lee 
ISS President 


