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It is May, 2017, and it seems like the winter was barely here!  Sure, we did get a lot of rain, but 
for those guys who still want to fly, our field has a truly good feature. It is a water aquifer, which allows 
water to filter down to the underground rivers and ponds.  These eventually turn into wells, allowing 
mankind to recover the water and survive.  In our case, it allows the weeds to grow like crazy!  And the 
only thing we have to do is to scrape it down to allow flying.  Paul Young has put in a bunch of time 
crushing the weeds down, and for that, I thank him for the service. I also authorized some cash 
reimbursement for the gas he uses up.  Thank you, Paul!  You do a great job! 
 
 Ever wonder who dresses up the field with chalk lines for parking and field markings?  If you 
didn’t know, that chore is done by Jim Reed, better known as JR.  Without those lines, we would be 
flying on the parking lot and parking on the runways!  Thank you, JR, for making the field safer by 
putting the lines in place. 
 
 Who keeps the books?  Denny Bourassa is that man, and he keeps an eye on the bank account 
and tells us where the funds are used. Without him, we would have no accounting of the revenues or 
expenses.  Thank you for minding the mint, Denny!   
 
 Who is the club officer responsible for the electric flight ops portion of the field?   That would be 
Jim Reed, and I thank him for doing double duty as a club guy.  As is often the case, there are more 
electric pilots than there are sailplane pilots.  When one of those pilots needs to know something about 
the rules or where he can fly, JR is there to help.   
 
 As for the official Safety Officer, we have Ed Stewart, but in reality, we, meaning ALL of the club 
members, are safety officers.  We need to make sure we practice safety at all times to prevent an 
incident from evolving. 
 
 For what all these people do, every weekend and a few on the weekdays, I thank you all for 
being in this club.  Without you, we have no club. 
 

Safety thought 
 

 I noted that one of our pilots was walking to the flight-line with a big, foamie Radian XL, armed 
and ready to fly. Austin Gossard was about to make the toss, and he throttled up. 2 to 3 seconds later, 
there was loud Ka-Whop! And the nose of the plane exploded!  Nobody could figure out what 
happened.  I thought maybe an out-of-balance prop, but that would have made itself known the 
moment the prop began spinning and Austin would have felt it.  No, it was not the out-of-balance…but it 
was the prop and motor. Somehow or another, the motor hesitated or lost power for an instant. It is my 
opinion that when that happened, the electronic speed controller automatically applied the dynamic 
brake on the motor. This is larger 10-sized out runner motor with a 14-inch prop and a 1-ounce steel 
ring on the spinner shaft that is used to help balance the plane. That whole assembly of prop, spinner,  
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motor, nose weight, was all spinning at 7,000 RPM And then told by the ESC to hit the brakes!!! Instant 
disaster!  With a plane molded of foam, it will be no contest between holding the motor in place on the 
nose, or having that motor literally twist itself clean off the plane…which is exactly what happened. 
Thankfully, none of the parts hit Austin as that could have been serious trouble. 
 
 There is a way to prevent this from happening again, and that is to adjust the dynamic brake 
system to perform a soft brake and not the hard brake.  The soft brake won’t transfer that much torque 
to the airframe and shatter it, yet it will be plenty enough to stop the prop and allow it to fold like it is 
supposed to.  Sorry for the damaged plane, Austin, but glad you didn’t get hurt.  
 
 Austin did let me know that he hopes to bring some quad racing back to the ISS Field sometime 
later this year.  Should be cool to watch! 
 
 I understand that the Gilmore Springs RC Club have been asked to leave the property, by the 
new land owners.  As one of the more popular fields for power and electric pilots, it was a nice place 
with a paved runway to fly from and a lot of shade covers. We are sorry to hear of the loss and hope 
those pilots can find new fields soon. 
 
 The Riverside RC Club field is in great shape, but only if you land on the runway. The field grass is 
3 ft high or more and if you land in there, it may take awhile to find it again.  Hopefully that grass will be 
plowed under before some idiot drops a match on the ground! 
 
There is a new website for us and the ISS, thanks to Candice Summers.  I don’t have the web address yet 
but hopefully before I finish this newsletter. I ask that if you want to be famous, send me a photo with 

you and your plane to put it into the newsletter.  And if you wish to contribute some news or info, send 
it to me and we will place it into the newsletter.  This is yours, mine….ours! Our club, so be  part of it. 

 

Competition corner 
 

 The SC-2 circuit made its’ way to the Riverside area at the end of April, with the pilots being 
hosted by the Riverside RC Club and contest management by the ISS. We had 28 pilots on hand to fly in 
the wide open airspace with just a couple of quirks.  The area we flew from was the area of the paved 
runway.  We placed the landing zones just off the end of the runway, which was plenty large enough to 
handle four landing zones.  The ground was pretty hard in some places and easily broken in others. Spot 
landings were plentiful and the lift was great. 
 
 The ISS was represented by John Dora, Ed Stewart, Manny Gomez, Les Ward, Sean Summers, 
Mike Lee and I hope I didn’t miss anyone.  Denny Bourassa took care of the landing judging and he was 
there for the entire time…what a trooper!  I can attest to the lift being plentiful.  I specked out my 
Shadow several times.  But the real liftout was done by new pilot, Sean Summers.  Seann has barely  



INLAND SOARING SOCIETY 
http://www.inlandsoaringsociety.net/ 
 
From the Oval Office 
 
April 2017 
 
soloed and on his second launch, his 2-meter wooden plane was looking for a landing zone at 15ft 
altitude.  Sean made the turn to the landing zone when the nose picked up….dramatically!  90 seconds 
later he was at maximum distance away for human eyesight and he was pushing to get back. His plane is  
2-channel elevator and rudder only model, fighting to return to the field for 3 minutes including 30-
seconds in a spin trying to get out of a killer thermal!  Finally, Sean broke away from the thermal and 
landed, definitely putting in the flight of the event!  This kid could go a long way in flying RC. 
 

BTW the SC-2 welcomes back Manny Gomez and Javier Loredo to the circuit.  Manny was unable 
to fly his plane due to wing damage done at another event. Javier flew the RES class. The next stop on 
the competition circuit is the high desert lands of the Victorville Valley RC Club.  The pilots have to start 
working harder now with three events flown and 7 more to go. The best 8 scores count towards the 
championship title.  Good luck to all! 

 

Safety message 
 

This month, I remind you electric guys that safety is more important compared to the sailplane 
guys.  You have those buzzing, rotating things called propellers on the plane and those are like rotary 
saws against the human skin.  If you don’t have a throttle lock setting on your radio transmitter, you can 
program a mix circuit to create the throttle lock. If you have a Spektrum transmitter, there is a factory 
installed throttle lock setting already.  Just flip it on. 

 
Safety also applies to how you fly.  You should keep the model out and over the flying field.  If 

for nothing else, but to see the plane if you let the plane get behind you, you stand a good chance of 
crashing. If you can’t see it, you can’t control it and you are going to crash…keep the plane out front and 
fly safely. 

 
Oh, and about that 400-ft altitude limit as applied by the AMA and FCC….no worries!  Just fly 

responsibly. You are far more liable to hurt someone flying behind you than your plane colliding with a 
full-scale plane above 400-ft.  I’m not saying be careless, but I am saying be careful.  And never fly alone. 

 
That’s all for now and hopefully we are reaching you using our newsletter. I’ll see you at the 

field! 
 
Mike Lee 
ISS President 


