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From the Oval Office 

Newsletter of the Inland Soaring Society 
The President 
 I feel like the year of 2018 has just blasted past and here we are with the August newsletter. 
Many things have happened, such as an electric “Top Gun” electric plane combat match, the field is 
widened. This came after our field produced a bumper crop of wild weeds.  It actually looked good, 
making the field all green and inviting. But when you looked closer, you find that the green stuff is 4-ft 
tall desert weeds and goatshead weeds.  Thanks to the Electric Squadron, they groomed the field back 
to being pretty darn great. That was a lot of work, which included the bribery of one of the orchard 
employees who was “trimming” the weeds with some heavy equipment.  The needs of the SC-2 
championship contest series has been basically handled by ISS members as the staffing of the 
organization disappeared leaving the series without an operating staff and in serious danger of going 
extinct…like the dinosaurs. I thank Stephan Hess and Tom Trivett for keeping the torch burning, guiding 
the clubs who participate and support the series.  Yup, there has been a lot to do 

Competition 
The latest news from the SC-2 circuit is that the ISS held their annual competition event on 

September 15.  17 pilots registered to fly on a hot and puffy day.  Puffy being the lift was blowing strong, 
but in narrow columns, making it challenging to gain altitude unless you stay tight to the core of the lift. 
Thanks to Ed Stewart who monitored and ran the launch line, and to Les “the Slicer!” Ward who 
performed the scoring chores, and without whom we could not have pulled off the event without them. 
Add to that the landing zone guys who kept the honest pilots honest. That would be Dennis Bourassa 
and Jim Reed.  You can view the scores by going to the SC-2website 

Builds Available from Our Dear Friend 
This is general information for you people who have the skills and desire to build a model 

sailplane.  We lost our fellow club member, Bill Hensley back in June 2018, and those of us who knew 
him over the years know that Bill was a very good builder. By his wishes, he wanted to give the gift of 
flight to the ISS members.  I have been allowed to make that happen.  I have a number of models from 
the estate of Bills’ and I will be giving them away along with other hobby related items this Saturday at 
the field.  Sorry, this is a cheapskate way of doing it, and money is not a factor. I will give the models 
away at no cost, based upon the desire of the new owner to build it in the NEAR future, and have 
significant progress in the build by December…This December. As in 2018, not a decade from now.  And 
don’t be grabby for the planes being offered, like the box for the Gentle Lady.  Get the wrong one, and 
you have the plans, but no wood to build a plane! 

 
So, be at the field by 8:00am this Saturday morning and be ready to build models.  If you still use 

72 Mhz based radio equipment and want more, I got radio transmitters for you. How about analog 
servos?  Got a bunch, many of which are brand new. I have parts and hardware storage bins, with stuff 
in the bins.  Wall chargers for ….who knows what for? Just come on out. Some small bunches of tools. 
Just show up, will ya? 
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That brings me to another angle to the situation.  Everybody knows that the foam and fiberglass 

models we find in the hobby shops, (what’s left of them), have come to dominate the scene as far as 
modeling goes. No longer do you have to work for two to three weeks putting together a plane from a 
box of raw balsa wood and lite ply.  No more carving out the shapes of a nose cone, the air intake to a 
prop driven plane, decals and markings.  With what we find on the shelves, we see ARF (Almost Ready to 
Fly) models dominating the hobby. And why not?  They are ready to take the runway in as little as 30-
minutes after opening the box.  But my point is this: Yes, the ARF model is easy, quick to make ready to 
fly, and within the economical range of the average person. But this convenience has come at an 
unknown price. Mostly with the loss of building skills.  The skills to work wood from araw block of wood 
into the curved contour of a nose cone of a jet fighter. The skill to sand down the square rails of semi 
hardwood to change square linear woodstock to the rounded shape of the wing leading edge and do it 
by hand without the need for a contour guide…a master woodworker has got it down by heart. I’m 
talking about the loss of a generation of skilled woodworkers who might never be seen again. Bill 
Hensley had that same thought, and he proved it to be real. Case in point: his desire to give away his 
small collection of models and kits to fellow club members, but only if the recipient was intending on 
building it and finishing it. He wanted to keep the skills alive. It is already proving to show through. 
Check this out. 

 
I recently purchased an Oly II sailplane, already built by the person who  originallypurchased 
theplane and he did a pretty fine job….on the outside.  On the inside, things were fatally 
different. 
 
 Leading edge of right wing panel was left unfinished with a square shape leading edge. 
 Leading edge of left wing panel used the leading edge from the horizontal stab and is also 

unfinished. Structurally sound but aerodynamically flawed twice over. 
 Horizontal stab was built correctly but leading edge material was left unfinished to have a 

square leading edge.  Rudder is unfinished 
 The covering materials were expertly applied. Kudos for that. 

 
When you first see this plane, it looks great!  The contours and edges look slick (at first) and the covering 
is first rate. It is light, like a pound of meat has been sanded away to get the shape right. No excessive 
globs of glue are seen, wings are solid and not warped. And then you notice the leading edge of the 
wings. Granted, it’s not that hard to strip off the covering, but then the builder did a good job of 
covering. His assembly and building skills look good, but he needs to read the instructions a bit closer. 
(This should be an interesting first flight test.) 
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I reckon my message is this:  Take the time to gain the skills of wood working as it applies to 
aerodynamic flying bodies.  It is these skills that the student needs to not only repair his models, but to 
also learn how to build

 
them correctly. These are skills for a lifetime.  
 
The wing drawings show how air moves around the wing shape. As the wing pushes through the air, it 
compresses the air, allowing the aircraft to slow down for a shorter and lower landing. There you have 
it, with ground effect. 
 
Latest news: the flying looks FREAKIN’ STUPENDOUS!!  Thanks to a parking that became a parking lot for 
one night (Otherwise known as Bill Hensley R/C Airport, Home to the Inland Soaring Society (ISS). But, 
even more awesome is what the hard work brought about in the past week.  The Electric Squadron of 
ISS jumped into action with dragging the field, and that makes the field just superb for all club members! 
If you have not been out to fly with us lately, you need to see how awesome this field is for everyone. 
 
Gotta go, see you at the field. And bring something to fly. 


